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Context

Whale-watching has developed rapidly in Reunion Island (France), mainly since 2017, due to a record number of humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) sightings during the austral
winter breeding season and to a high demand for cetacean interactions. The activity is now well established and offers year-round tours, also targeting three species of coastal dolphin
species (7ursiops aduncus, T. truncatus and Stenella longirostris). Since 2017, a team named “Quietude” has been involved in monitoring the activity and raising awareness among whale-
watchers to ensure compliance with the local regulations and support the sustainable development of the activity.

... constantly evolving...
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Figure 1: Localisation of the study area.
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9 | Western coast of Reunion Island (Fig.7)

The compliance of whale-watching
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having a dedicated team to carry out both research and awareness-raising is complementary
and fundamental to ensuring the conservation of cetaceans.

passengers on a rental vessel by the
Quietude team.
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