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INTRODUCTION

The Mediterranean sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus) subpopulation is isolated form the Atlantic population (Violi et al. 2023) and is classified as “Endangered” due to several anthropogenic pressures
such as plastic ingestion, entanglements and ship collisions (Pirotta et al. 2021). Among these threats, the marks of a ship strike can be easily recognized on the body of great whales. Here is reported the case
of a sperm whale named Atlante, with clear signs of an interaction with a propeller that has removed up to 25-30% of its fluke. Data on Atlante have been collected in 4 different sightings from October 2021
to August 2022 by different research groups and whale watching companies working in the Ligurian and in the Tyrrenian Sea.

Flgure 1. Atlantes fluke detalls dorsal (on the left) Ventral (1n the centre), lateral (on the rlght) views (@Blaglo Violi - Menkab)
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Figure 2. Map of the sightings between 2021 and 2022; aerial image of Atlante’s dorsal view (©Gabriele Principato - Menkab/Artescienza); acoustic recording of III sighting with sperm whales clicks revealing more than 2 whales in the area.

Total displacement: ca. 660 nautical miles in 292 days. In all sightings, the sperm whales were in loose male aggregation and performing asynchronous flucking and feeding dives.

CONCLUSIONS

Due to the body length estimates (~8m) and the presence of other individuals in each sighting, Atlante has been classified as juvenile of less than 10 years old (see Frantzis et al. 2014; Glarou et al. 2022; Maio
et al. 2022). The photographic recaptures suggest that despite the injury, this animal can feed regularly and undertake long movements within the Western basin. In all sightings, Atlante didn’t exhibit any
elusive behaviour to the boat presence. However, the marks on the fluke reveal that ship strike is a real danger to this species in the Mediterranean Sea. Sharing Atlante’s fluke and records with the scientific
community is fundamental to keeping track on this animal. Further data will be valuable for a better knowledge of how this animal can survive and live after this trauma.
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