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The University of Iceland's Husavik Research Centre has been collecting cetacean data in Skjalfandi Bay since 2007 through an
Important collaboration between researchers, students, and whale watching companies. This has led to mutual benefits for all
partners, a large cetacean photo-identification database, and interesting scientific findings, showing the great value of long-term,

collaborative, and low-cost data collection.

Benefitting everyone

e \Whale watching: extra education + tours with added "purpose”

e Tourists: opportunity to learn

e Students: 20 internship students per year, field experience and access
to data for reports/theses

e Researchers: data to answer biological and ecological questions
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Scientific outputs

Minke whales
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e 50 recognizable IDs In 8 years
®* oneresighting in 6 consecutive years
e abundance decline in past 10 years
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e ca. 350 individuals ID'd in 10 years
e one individual resighted in 5 years
e fininjuries & patches most stable for ID

An assessment of the natural marking
patterns used for photo-identification of
common minke whales and white-beaked
dolphins in Icelandic waters

Habitat preference and trend in relative abundance of

common minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata) in
Skjalfandi Bay, Iceland

ATEKSANDRA LECHWAR! MARIANNE RASMUSSEN! CHARLA BASRAN! SINEAD
COLLINS?

Blue whales
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e ca.1/0 endangered North Atlantic
blue whales ID'd in 15 years
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e 20 individuals + hybrid ID'd in 7 years
e 2 resightings in consecutive years

Data collection

GPS tracking using Spotterpro app
Weather effort data

Sightings locations

Individual animal behaviours
Photo-ID images

Humpback whales

e ca. 1000 individuals ID'd in 20 years
e 20-30% yearly resighting rate

e 64 international matches

25% entangled in fishing gear
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First estimates of entanglement rate of humpback
whales Megaptera novaeangliae observed in
coastal Icelandic waters
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