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THE APPLICATION OF A POST-MORTEM DIAGNOSTIC 
FRAMEWORK TO DETERMINE
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Introduction
The Life DELFI project (LIFE18 NAT/IT/000942) aims at reducing dolphins' interactions
with fishing activities and to develop a conservation strategy for socio-economic and
ecological management.
Within one of the action of the project, a review of literature (1-7) and cases on cetacean
post-mortem findings associated with fishery-interaction helped to develop a framework to
harmonize the evidence-based diagnostic investigation. The framework was tested in
international context to assess fishery-interaction aiming to support conservation policy.

Materials & Methods
The framework was applied according to a multi-tier approach, considering the expertise,
human resources and logistics. A total of 7 categories of fishery interactions were described
in correlation with post-mortem findings in stranded cetaceans in Italy and Croatia during
the period 2020-2021. Based on the fishery-interaction categories, the findings classified in
C/P (certain/pathognomonic), consistent (C), and suggestive (S) were scored as confirmed,
probable or suspected.
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Discussion

Considering both years, the 20% of the cases
analyzed showed fishery interaction evidence and the
65% were related to by-catch. These preliminary
index represents a baseline for the assessment of
these anthropic threats in the next years and the
monitoring of the results of the conservation
strategies developed within the Life DELFI project.
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