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INTRODUCTION

(Physeter macrocephalus) inhabit the entire North Atlantic.
Adult females and young individuals live at low latitudes (<45° N) in family groups.
Once males reach puberty, they leave their family group, together with other
young males in what has been described as "bachelor groups" and migrate
towards higher latitudes (>60°C), to . Once there, adult males
are thought to become more as they grow older. However,

of adult male sperm whales.

, iIn arctic Norway, a deep sea Canyon, , comes closer to
land and offers a good opportunity for both research on male sperm whales and
for whale watching. in the area have focused only on :
from May to September (Lettevall et al., 2002; Rodland and Bjgrge, 2016). The
aim of this study is to document of male sperm whales in
the Bleik Canyon and adjoining areas as well as potential in the
occurrence of known individuals. g0 15 %
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Data was collected on board
£, whale watching boats
4 ( ), covering the deep
g L. sea Bleik Canyon as well as
' Andfjord throughout the year,
from to . Photo-
iIdentification images and location
data was gathered. Since 2020,
as well as
number of individuals observed
together have been collected.
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FIGURE 1. MAP OF STUDY AREA.
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From 2009 to 2022,
male sperm whales were

encountered on a total of
(from 2 days in 2011
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Sperm whales seem to be
most numerous around
March-April, when they also

can be observed in
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