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Categorizing and defining externally detected deformities in
free-ranging cetaceans
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DEFORMITY

[in the context of malformations in cetaceans]
a condition, congenital or acquired during the individualss life, irrespective of the source, in which all or part of the body differs
from the shape, colour, or appearance that is naturally expected/typical/characteristic of the species.
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Cutaneous lesion, not caused by Unnatural thinning, from mildly thin to == = v
mechanical trauma, observed in the severely emaciated: post-nuchal fat USE
| body surface of the individual, that pad softening, sunken cervical region, ADAPT
S N alters the aspect of the skin surface. concavity along the epaxial profile, - CREATE
T . bony prominences. definition
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Extension
Abnormal colour variation, due to an Organisms on the body surface, | Severity
excess or deficit in the production of | commensal or parasitic, often causing Photography
5 melanin, from hypo to hyper- visible skin lesions or physical impact. Location (lat/lon)
— e oigmented, affecting a large part of or Persistence and area of infection Species
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