
• Mediterranean monk seal (Monachus monachus) distribution within the Mediterranean Sea is changing.

• Favorable improved conditions, reduction on intentional killings, access to key habitat and prey may benefit the

species, leading to its re-establishment through stragglers arriving from better-established adjacent populations.

• Between May 2019 and October 2022 we monitored the monk seal colony occurring in Formicula, an islet within

the Inner Ionian Sea Archipelago (Nat 2000 site GR2220003), Greece.

• A total of 1,040 days of effective monitoring were conducted resulting in 99,840 images.
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With support from:

→ Presence of monk seal inside monitored caves  - percentage of days  
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→ Seals entering the caves     and returning to the water
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→ Formicula haul-out sites provide key habitat for the species.

→ Continuous occurrence, large aggregations and breeding episodes.

→ Relevant implications for the design of adequate management

and conservation measures in the local Natura 2000 site.
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