Poster ID: 36

‘ Wit ¢
\ (onfelence

GALCIA, 0 CROVE

Distribution and habitat use of common dolphins
(Delphinus delphis) in the Northern coast of

Continental Portugal "W
(teans,
) Our Fifure
Claudia Oliveira-Rodriguest2*, Ana Mafalda Correial?, Raul Valente!2, Agatha Gil>34, Luis Afonso!->, Marieta Mihova!-?, Isabel Sousa-Pinto!-?
Oliveira-Rodrigues C ~ ICIIMAR. 2FCUP. 3CITAB. “CSIC. ~University of Aveiro. | *claudiasofiarodrigues1999@gmail.com
BACKGROUND RESULTS
The common dolphin (Delphinus delphis) is vensas N
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poorly studied. Year-round surveys are - B

essential to assess the distribution,
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dolphins in the region.
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\ | - Group size ranged from 2 to 40 individuals with an average of 10 individuals per group.
\ \\ A - With photo-ID techniques, we have identified one re-sighting (between March and August 2022).
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Here, we focused on data collected from D. NO YES NO YES NO =
delphis, maore SpeCifically: Presence of calves Presence of calves Presence of calves
- We have recorded several mother-calf pairs year-round, with the presence of calves in 39% of the
sightings.
OCCURRENCE - Overall, calves occurred in larger groups, in less deep areas and slightly closer to the coast.

MAIN CONCLUSIONS

These results suggest that the Northern coast of Continental Portugal is an important breeding area with
some degree of residency for common dolphins on the Iberian coast. Further dedicated monitoring Is needed

PHOTO-ID to track changes in distribution patterns over space and time and identify potential threats to populations.
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