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* The effects of vessel noise and day/night on the echolocation characteristics of the finless porpoises at Japanese coastal areas were clarified.

* This study found that the echolocation characteristics of finless porpoises were more affected by light regime (day/night) than by absence/presence
vessel noise.The apparent source levels of echolocation clicks were decreased during the night in presence of vessel noise.

 During the night, -3 dB bandwidth was wider, the click duration was shorter, and inter-click intervals were shorter. These changes may help the finless
porpoises gain more information to compensate for the lack of visual information.

* The impact assessments of noise on echolocation characteristics should take into account day/night parameters.
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